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Greetings friends! I have two pieces of 
imporant news to share.

SSND Affiliate Update
As many of you know, East Side
Learning Center (ESLC) is an affiliate 
with the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
(SSND) who formed ESLC in 2001.
This month we honor our founders by 
recognizing SSND Foundation Day on
Oct. 24. Congratulations to the Sisters 
who are celebrating 185 years!

In honor of this occasion, we are
sharing a little about the SSND
congregation and our relationship
with them. The SSND mission is “to 
proclaim the good news, directing our 
entire lives toward that oneness for 
which Jesus Christ was sent. As Jesus 
was sent to show God’s love to the 
world, we are sent to make Christ, to 
make God, visible by our very being, 
by sharing our love, faith and hope.”

Although ESLC cannot proclaim a
faith, we do work to represent the
values of oneness, unity of all peoples, 
from all nations and backgrounds,
and directly support the mission by 
focusing on the needs of children 
living in poverty. Specifically, ESLC 
hopes to transform the lives of 
children by assisting them to acquire 

the skills needed to succeed in 
school—reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking. 

Additionally, the SSND tutoring 
approach used at ESLC is relationship 
based. Tutors spend time getting to
know each child personally. They
are more than literacy tutors. They
are mentors. They support social
emotional growth by building a
trusting relationship with each child. 
Learn more about the SSNDs at: 

www.ssndcentralpacific.org

New Affiliation with AARP
Foundation Experience Corps
As we launch another year of tutoring 
at ESLC, I am honored to share that 
ESLC recently acquired the AARP 
Foundation Experience Corps Twin 
Cities tutoring program. This merger 
officially makes ESLC an affiliate with
AARP Foundation Experience Corps 
(hereafter referred to as Experience 
Corps).

More importantly, this partnership
enhances ESLC’s ability to provide
more children with rich tutoring
and mentoring services. This is due
in part because ESLC now hosts
AmeriCorps members, aged 50+, 
who wish to tutor children six to 10

hours per week. The AmeriCorps
grant also provides administrative
funds for comprehensive support
and training of tutors. ESLC tutors
participate in rich training developed 
locally in partnership with the AARP 
Foundation. The Foundation is also 
providing materials and books. 
You can learn more about tutoring 
resources at:

www.expcorpsmn.org. 
Finally, the AARP Foundation 
provides technological and analysis 
support for student data management 
so ESLC can more efficiently report to 
funders.
 
Conclusion
Of course, a merger presents many
challenges and opportunities. Among 
the many challenges are the fact 
that the organizations use different 
terminology. We came together, 
and decided that tutors will now be 
referred to as “Literacy Mentors.” 
This term was selected because of the 
focus on relationship building. Both 
organizations have always believed that 
if children have a caring and trusting 
relationship with a Literacy Mentor,

>> Continued on page 4, “Affiliations”
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This past May, East Side 
Learning Center hosted its 
Annual Appreciation Event. 
Students, families, staff and 
tutors gathered to celebrate 
the success of ESLC students 
throughout the 2018-2019 
school year and to honor the 
tutors. 

ESLC acknowledged members 
of the community who went 
above and beyond in their 
dedication with three awards; 
the Mary Riehle Service Award, 
the Theresa Gerhardinger 
Mission Award, and the 
Partnership Award. 

The Mary Riehle Service 
Award 

New this year, each of ESLC’s 
five sites chose a recipient for 
the Mary Riehle Service Award. 
This Award honors tutors 
that exemplify unconditional 
commitment to children, 
believe in making a difference 
in the life of a child, nurture 
an atmosphere of concern by 
treating others with dignity 
and respect, promote unity and 
compassion while working for 
diversity, equity and inclusion, 
and embody the spirit of ESLC 
and its mission of “unlocking 
each child’s potential through 
the foundation of reading.”

The recipients of the Mary 
Riehle Service award were:
•   Bruce Vento Elementary: 

Brooks Donald 

•    Community of Peace 
Academy: Rita Pratt 

•   HOPE Community 
Academy: Carol Johnson 

•   John A Johnson Achievement 
Plus: Kathryn Hoffmann 

•   St. Paul Music Academy: 
Karen Dudley 

The Theresa Gerhardinger 
Mission Award

The Mission Award is given 
to an ESLC employee that 
exemplifies integrity, honesty 
and respect for others, models 
a love of learning, and supports 
others in learning. This person 
upholds ESLC’s mission, 
instructional philosophy 
and core values. Finally, he 
or she promotes unity and 
compassion while working for 
diversity, equity and inclusion.

The Theresa Gehardinger 
Mission Award was presented 
to ESLC’s Pre-Kindergarden 
Coordinator Kathy Cosomano. 
Also nominated for this award 
were Shoua Khang, Sr. Rita 
Jirik, SSND, and Mary Fritz.

“She [Kathy] is mission focused 
and always tries to think “big” 
picture. Kathy has shown 
fidelity to the ESLC mission 
and core values in developing 
the Pre-K program. She sees 
alternatives, is open-minded 
and willing to invest time and 
energy for the organization. 
She is an excellent tutor! Kathy 
knows how to motivate young 
readers and cares deeply in 
wanting children to succeed. 
She has a good rapport with 
children, tutors, staff, and 
partners.” -Anonymous 
nomination. 

The Partnership Award 

The Partnership Award 
goes to an organization that 
demonstrates a relationship 
characterized by respect, equity 
and engagement in all aspects 
of the partnership, shows 
dedication and support for 
the work of ESLC, contributes 
to the mission by promoting 
collaboration through gifts of 
time, talent or treasure.  

The Partnership Award was 
given to Community of Peace 
Academy, represented by Cara 
Quinn, Executive Director. 
Also nominated for this award 
were the YMCA Beacons 
Student Success After School 
Program, AARP Experience 
Corps Twin Cities, and HOPE 
Community Academy. 

“CPA actively includes ESLC 
in the school community. 
Communication and 
collaboration between ESLC 
staff, classroom teachers, and 
administration is grounded in 
trust and a common mission 
to help students achieve the 
greatest success possible.”  
- Anonymous nomination 

Guests at the 2019 ESLC Appreciation Event 
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ESLC was able to celebrate 
tutors and attendees with 
many donated gifts, gift cards 
and food donations from 
community organizations and 
businesses. ESLC thanks the 
following event sponsors: 

•  Grandma’s Bakery 
•  Morelli’s Discount Liquor  
•  Meats and Italian Market  
•  Dairy Queen 
•  Baldinger Bakery 
•  Old Dutch Foods 
•  Saint Paul Brewing 
•  Allie Chiropractic Clinic 
•  YMCA 
•  Kendall’s Ace Hardware 
•  Culver’s St. Paul 
•  Minnesota Vikings 
•  Capstone 
•  Brave North Technology 
•  Costco Charitable Giving 
•  Vertical Endeavors 
•  Yarusso’s  
•  Tongue in Cheek 
•  Brunson’s Pub 
•  Magnolia’s Restaurant 
•  St. Paul Saints 

 “All the work of God 
proceed slowly and in 
pain; but then, their 
roots are the sturdier 
and their flowering 
the lovelier.” 

-Theresa Gerhardinger, 
SSND Foundress

Ignite your passion...

ELSC Celebrates Literacy Through Tutors, Children, and Families



Volunteer with East Side Learning Center! 

John Riehle
A legacy donor
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The East Side Learning  
Center’s (ESLC) long-time 
supporter John Riehle, is the 
first planned giving donor. 
Riehle, along with his late wife, 
Mary (who served as one of the 
first tutors), has been involved 
since 2001. 

Long-time Commitment

John’s involvement goes back 
many years. “My support 
came primarily because 
the ESLC was a 
passion of Mary’s,” 
he explained. 
“Throughout 
our marriage we 
valued sustaining 
organizations that 
make a difference, 
and Mary brought 
home wonderful 
stories of the 
children who were  
being helped and the  
successes achieved  
through tutoring.” 

But there was another reason 
for John’s enthusiasm. “The 
Center was led by the Notre 
Dame sisters, who had been 
my teachers in grade school 
on the West Side of the city. 
And, the primary location 
of ESLC was in my East Side 
neighborhood.”

Looking Towards the Future

The couple supported the ESLC 
from the very start, giving 
donations annually as the years 

went by. Planned giving is 
essential to any organization, 
and John explained what 
compelled him to make that 
commitment to the ESLC. 
“The programs and ministries 
that I have chosen to support 
are doing wonderful work in 
‘the community,’” he noted. 
“Why should my patronage 
stop with my death? With a 
planned gift, that support can 
continue well beyond even the 
memory of me.”

As for specific goals John 
would like his planned giving 
to accomplish, he gave this 
example. “As Red Green is 
wont to say: “Remember, we 
are all in this together.” We 
will all be saved together or 
none of us will be. And that 

includes every adult and child.  
Learning to read is one way 
that everyone can help our 
community to grow, succeed, 
and care for each other.”

When asked how he would like 
to be remembered, John’s reply 

was humbling. “I truly don’t 
have to be remembered.  
What I do hope is that people 
remember what a model 
Mary was; and the scores of 
dedicated tutors who work 
with children each and  
every day.”

Reflecting On  
Planned Giving

For other donors 
contemplating planned giving, 
John shared this advice. “When 
you consider those to whom 
you will gift your financial 
estate, count your offspring and 
then add ‘one’ more—ESLC—
to share in your legacy and 
your gift. And just as your own 
offspring will have resources to 
use with their progeny, so your 
extra offspring—ESLC—will 
have resources to use with 
every child who comes here.”

“When you consider those 
to whom you will gift your 
financial estate, count your 

offspring and then add 
‘one’ more– ESLC”

Ignite your passion...

John summed up his dedication 
to the ESLC organization when 
he said, “I wish blessings, peace, 
goodwill, and love for everyone 
who calls ESLC home: the students, 
tutors, staff, the board, and the 
community!”
 
If you are interested in planned 
giving or donation investments 
with ESLC contact Development 
Associate Suzanne Al-Kayali, via 
e-mail at suzanne.alkayali@eslcmn.
org or phone at 651-793-7331. 

The ESLC is grateful for the  
many volunteers and donors who  
make our mission of, “unlocking 
each child’s potential through  
the foundation of reading” a  
continuing reality.

 
Support ESLC on Nov. 14th for  
 Give to the Max Day!

John Riehle

Invest in a child today by becoming 
a volunteer with East Side Learning 
Center. Building community through 
relationships with students creates a 
better tomorrow for all of us. People 
who volunteer report greater life 
satisfaction and purpose, confidence, 
and health. And if you are over 50 years 

old, you can earn a living allowance 
and educational award through our 
partnership with the AARP Foundation 
Experience Corps program. 

Complete the online application today 
at www.eslcmn.org/volunteer or call 
(651) 793-7331. 



EAST SIDE LEARNING CENTER
ESLC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that relies on the 
generous donations of individuals and foundations. Please 
subscribe to our newsletter and give at www.eastsidelearningcenter.
org. To subscribe, scroll to the bottom of the homepage. To give, 
click donate. 

Connect with us
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@EastSideLC

www.facebook.com/ 
eastsidelearningcenter

Subscribe to email news at 
the bottom of our homepage

ESLC  Thanks Our Major FundersAffiliations, continued from page 1

learning is enhanced. This 
belief is supported by 
research compiled by the 
Collaboration for Academic, 
Social, and Emotional 
Learning. 

Additionally, because of 
this dual affiliation ESLC is 
working on a new logo design 
that includes both of affiliate 
partners– the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame and AARP 
Foundation Experience 
Corps. 

ESLC is honored by the 
support of the SSNDs and 
AARP Foundation. Because 
of their support, and that of 
our many other funders and 
individual donors, we are able 
to serve around 600 children, 
up from 277 last year. 

Thank you for your ongoing 
support! 

-Chris Flippo

•   School Sisters of Notre Dame
•   Richard M. Schulze Family 

Foundation 
•    The Kinney Family Foundation 
•  AARP Foundation 
•   The March Family Foundation 
•  Dollar General 
•  The Saint Paul Foundation
•   The Katherine B. Andersen 

Fund of The Saint Paul 
Foundation 

•  The Otto Bremer Fund
•  Ecolab Foundation 
•   Deluxe Corporation 

Foundation 
•   Walser Foundation of the 

Walser Automotive Group 
•   H.E. and Helen Warren 

Foundation 
•   Christian Brothers Youth 

Home 
•   Ryan Family Donor Advised 

Fund
•  The Stablish Foundation 
•   Casey Albert T. O’Neil 

Foundation 
•  Hardenbergh Foundation
•  Messerli & Kramer Foundation
•   The Gertrude R. Shiely 

Charitable Trust 
•  Donald R. Frantz Concrete

East Side Learning Center 
740 York Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55106

www.eastsidelearningcenter.org


