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foundation of reading since 2001 

The Bookmark 

A Message from Chris Flippo,   

our new Executive Director 

     Life is a journey. You never know 

where you’ll end up. This is true as I 

reflect on my path to East Side 

Learning Center (ESLC). 

     As a child, I struggled in school. It 

wasn’t until 5th grade at Catholic 

school that my struggles turned to 

successes. Thanks to the tutoring of  

patient and dedicated nuns, I caught 

up to my peers, graduated from high 

school, and went on to college. 

     After college, I was a teacher,  

preschool director, and caseworker. 

Over time, I shifted from direct  

service to communications. My most 

recent job at Goodwill-Easter Seals 

gave me the opportunity to develop 

my organizational leadership and 

fundraising skills. 

     Most of my life has involved  

working or volunteering with  

children. My family and I believe, “If 

it’s good for the kids, it’s good for all 

of us.” My passion is making a  

difference and helping people 

achieve their potential. When I saw 

ESLC’s mission of unlocking each 

child’s potential through the  

foundation of reading, I knew I 

found my dream job!  

     I was not surprised to discover 

that ESLC is a warm, caring place for  

children. However, I was delightfully 

surprised to learn that this warmth 

permeates the entire organization. It 

is unusual and challenging to  

maintain the level of care and  

commitment that I see  from the 

ESLC staff, volunteers, board  

members, and supporters.  

     All of YOU have achieved  

something wonderful at ESLC—a 

safe place where all people from 

every type of background and  

belief system can share their 

collective wisdom and insights 

to help children learn to read! I  

continually hear people at ESLC say 

“It’s all about the kids.”  When we  

invest our time and energy as  

volunteers, staff, board members, or 

financial supporters in the mission of 

ESLC, we are serving the children 

and the greater good of our  

community.  

     I feel honored and blessed to be 
here. I look forward to discovering 
what we can accomplish together for 
the children!  

 
 

Join Us! A Celebration  

Honoring Sister Audrey 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 
4:30 pm – 7:30 pm 

Keller Golf Course Clubhouse 
2166 Maplewood Dr. 

Maplewood, MN 55109 

Featured Speaker R.T. Rybak 

RSVP by May 7 at: 
http://bit.ly/SrAudreyEvent 

 
Introducing the Sister Audrey  

Children's Reading Fund 

 

Help ensure Sister Audrey’s vision for  

children to read with pride and joy  

continues by giving to the new Sister 

Audrey Children's Reading Fund. Your 

gift will be doubled through a 

matching challenge grant from 

the Katherine B. Andersen Fund 

of The Saint Paul Foundation! 

Please mail gifts to ESLC at 740 York 

Ave., St. Paul, MN 55106. Checks can be 

made out to East Side Learning Center. 

Indicate that they are for the reading 

fund.  

Thanks for your consideration &  

support! 



SUPERHEROES AT JOHN A. JOHNSON 
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Individualized Plans at ESLC 

     Children tutored at John A.  

Johnson (JAJ) have found the 

courage to put on a superhero 

cape and unlock their potential 

through the foundation of  

reading. Volunteer tutor, Mary 

Hi l l  has  hand -sewn an  

astounding 70 capes, one for each child in the JAJ tutoring program 

to take home by the end of the year if they reach their reading goals. 

     This year, ESLC staff Mary Fritz and Alyssa Hamel chose the 

theme “Reading is my super power.” During annual tutor  

orientation, they revealed the theme to JAJ tutors by showing capes 

the children get to wear during tutoring when they achieve their 

reading goals. 

     Mary Hill was at the orientation. She said, “When Ms. Mary 

showed us the capes, I was impressed with the concept and told her I 

would help sew more, agreeing they would be a great motivator.” 

Mary has since made the superhero capes that can be seen hanging 

on the backs of proud ESLC readers. 

     Prior to the capes, staff found it challenging to motivate kids to  

focus on learning new sight words. According to Ms. Alyssa, 

“Johnson is focusing on sight words this year. The capes went with 

our theme. Recognizing sight words helps children become faster, 

more accurate readers.” 

     The superhero capes directly address the issue of  

reading proficiency at JAJ. Staff and tutors noticed that the  

children are demonstrating accountability and an eagerness to learn. 

Kids are constantly asking to be tested so they can wear a superhero 

cape around the room and show their friends what they earned. At 

the end of the year, the superhero capes Mary Hill made will go home 

with each child at JAJ as a reward for reaching their goals. 

     Ali moved to MN in 2nd grade. She started 

at St. Paul Music Academy (SPMA)  reading 

at a kindergarten level. ESLC prepared  

custom plans for her. Now, she is nearly 

caught up. 

     Few literacy programs approach tutoring 

with the systematic rigor provided by ESLC: 

 School teachers provide details on 

each child’s reading skills. 

 Licensed staff prepare individual plans 

for each child with engaging activities 

that help students master challenges.  

 Trained volunteers and paid  

educators provide 30- to 45- minute of 

tutoring, Monday through Thursday. 

 Written tutor feedback is reviewed by 

staff and used to develop daily lessons. 

     At SPMA, 70 children in grades K-2 attend 

ESLC. Thirty-five tutors work under the  

direction of ESLC staff, Dianne Gerlach and 

Sharon Johnson. Dianne says a strength of 

ESLC is the quality tutoring. “We’re a 

team—90% of tutors are seasoned. 

They know how to get the best from the 

kids.” Many have tutored for years and 

some even tutor full time. Tutor, Alicia  

Stewart, says, “ESLC runs like a well-

oiled machine.” 

     According to Dianne, the kids file into the 

room smiling and eager. They are greeted by 

their tutors with respect and attention. The  

gentle hum of children reading and  

discussing with their tutors fills the room. 

These children are on their way to  

fulfilling their life potential through a 

strong foundation in reading. 

“There is a  

superhero in all of us, 

we just need the  

courage to put on the 

cape.” - Superman 
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A very special thanks to 

our Sister Audrey  

Celebration Sponsors 

“Scholar” Level 

◊   John Clarey & Robyn Hansen 

◊ Visit Saint Paul 

◊ Ecolab 

“Page Turner” Level 

◊ Coulee Bank 

◊ Sykora & Santini Law Firm 

◊ Franz Reprographics 

◊ Ward 6 Food & Drink 

◊ Capstone 

TAPPING INTO YOUR COMPANY’S DOLLARS 

Thank you, thank you… 

 To Mel Hartman for hand carving 290 crayon holder buses—donating one 
for every ESLC student through his business TLC Toys, Inc. again this year! 

 To Land O’Lakes for donating new books through United Way—enough for 
each child to receive free books & hundreds of others kept for daily lesson plans! 

To Cheerful Givers for donating new books which will be added to our ESLC  
libraries and sent home with each ESLC child! 

 To the following funders for grants this spring: 

◊ Messerli & Kramer   ◊ Kinder Morgan   ◊ Vikings Children’s Fund  

◊ Union Pacific   ◊ MN Timberwolves FastBreak Foundation 

     Do you work or are you retired 

from a business that matches 

charitable donations? Does your 

employer support your volunteer 

work with grant opportunities? A 

quick call to your Human  

Resources Department will give 

you answers to these questions.  

     Many businesses support the  

contributions and volunteer efforts of 

their employees and retirees. Matching 

gift programs and grants to nonprofits 

where employees volunteer are  

extensions of corporate philanthropy. 

Through these programs, companies 

big, small, and in between,  support  

employee charitable giving of time,  

talents and money.  

     This year Tim, an IBM employee 

and volunteer tutor, took advantage of 

his company’s corporate giving  

program. Tim simply logged his  

volunteer hours with IBM and  

completed a short application form 

with help from ESLC. The result: a 

$2,000 Community Grant to 

ESLC from IBM.  

     Please help ELSC tap into these  

dollars by calling your Human  

Resources Department. You can clip 

the coupon on the right with  

information you might need to  apply 

for a donation. ESLC staff can help too.  

For more info, visit our website: 

www.eastsidelearningcenter.org/

donate. 

ESLC: General Information  

for Giving 

Name: East Side Learning Center 

EIN #04-3699678 

740 York Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

Tel: 651-793-7331 

Fax: 651-793-7310 

www.eastsidelearningcenter.org 

Questions? Applying for grant? 

Contact Chris Flippo, ED 

Tel: 651-793-7326 

Email: chris.flippo@spps.org 

“Unlocking each child’s potential 

through the foundation of  

reading” since 2001 

An educational partnership with 

the School Sisters of Notre Dame 



SIGN UP FOR OUR E-NEWSLETTERS 
IT’S EASY! 

1. Visit eastsidelearningcenter.org 

2. Scroll to “Newsletter Signup” at the bottom. 

3. Enter your email address, click Subscribe. 

 
EAST SIDE LEARNING CENTER 

ESLC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that 

relies on the generous donations of individuals and 

foundations dedicated to “unlocking each child’s 

potential  through the foundation of  

reading.” 

For the sake of children who could benefit from 

one-on-one tutoring with a caring adult or teen, 

please consider making a tax-deductible  

contribution. 

740 York Avenue 

Saint Paul, MN 55106 
 

Phone: 651-793-7331 

Fax: 651-793-7310 

 

Prevent the “Summer Slide” In Reading 

East Side Learning Center 
740 York Avenue 
Saint Paul, MN 55106 

Address Service Requested 

     According to Johns Hopkins University, on average, children lose 

two months of learning over the summer. Low-income kids lose 

more than two months. Help ESLC prevent the “summer 

slide” by tutoring!  

     Research shows that reading just six books over the summer as 

well as reading to children keep them from regressing. In ESLC’s 

summer programs, each child will read dozens of books and play 

several other literacy activities that are personalized by licensed  

professionals. Trained volunteers and paid educators will read with 

children one-on-one five days a week using  lessons that are fun and 

easy to teach. 

Summer Programs: 

June 19—July 13 

John A Johnson Elementary 

July 17—August 4 

Community of Peace Academy 

 

Sign Up! Contact: 

Lauren Johnsen 

E: lauren.johnsen@spps.org  

Tel: 651-793-7364 


