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St. Paul Music Academy 
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St Paul, MN 55117 

 
 

 
 

HOPE Community Academy 
720 Payne Ave 

St. Paul, MN 55130 
 
 

 
 

Community of Peace 
471 Magnolia Ave 

St. Paul, MN  55130 

V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  7      O C T O B E R  2 0 1 2  

EXPLORING NEW TERRITORY: 
KINDERGARTEN PILOT A  

HUGE SUCCESS! 

Kinder Nadia works with  
tutor Rebecca 

Thank you for your support! 

In 2011, the Give to the Max Day 
raised $13.4 million for Minnesota 
nonprofits in just one day! 
 
Visit our website 
www.eastsidelearningcenter.org/  
and click on the giveMN logo today 
to donate! 

You can make a difference! 
 
Help the East Side Learning Center 
through safe, simple, online giving 
anytime and anywhere, including on 
Give to the Max Day, through our 
partnership with giveMN.org. 

Help ESLC Reach More Students 

 

Carpe Diem 
Seize the Opportunity! 

 
The adage “with every challenge 
there is opportunity” proved true at 
Community of Peace Academy 
(CPA) this past year.  It began 
when East Side Learning Center 
was searching for a new partner 
on the east side of Saint Paul to 
align with its mission of “unlocking 
each child’s potential through the 
foundation of reading.”  It was 
evident after approaching CPA 
that there was energy, interest 
and passion around the ESLC 
program, but the school had very 
limited space - the challenge. 
 
If you look carefully at the ESLC 
mission you find the words 
“unlocking” and “foundation”.  
These words stress the 
importance of opening doors for 
young learners so that they have 
the necessary skills or building 
blocks to be successful readers -
the opportunity. 

Meeting the challenge 
 
With not enough space to tutor 
what has historically been the 
ESLC target grades of 1-4, 
thoughts turned to Kindergarten 
and early intervention. 
 
Should the ESLC focus on 
prevention vs. intervention, 
dealing with the achievement gap 
early on rather than after it has 
widened?  
 
Would early intervention impact 
the number of students needing 
tutoring in grades 1-4? 
 
Could frustration be minimized 
and self-esteem bolstered while 
attempting to build a solid literacy 
foundation with Kindergarten 
students? 
 
Is this an opportunity to capitalize 
on Kindergarten enthusiasm while 
developing a love for reading? 

Previous experience had shown that 
when Kindergarteners were asked 
to take a book home to read they 
begged to take 2 or 3 books.  Most 
early learners are willing to practice 
reading books over and over, 
gaining confidence with each reread 
and exhibiting pride while reading to 
parents, grandparents and tutors.  
The challenge afforded great 
opportunities to capitalize on 
Kindergarten enthusiasm.   
 
How the Kinder program is 
different 
 
The pilot program was launched in 
the fall of 2011 with the goal of 
increasing the number of students 
entering grade one with at-level 
reading skills. 
 
To achieve this goal the program 
was structured to meet the needs of 
Kindergarteners, including shorter 
30 minute one-on-one sessions. 
 

Continued on page 4 

 

 

http://www.eastsidelearningcenter.org/�
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School Administrators 
 
Dr. Karen Rusthoven, past Executive 
Director of Community of Peace Academy, 
states, “We are very pleased with the 
unique, rare high quality program to help 
children to be successful.  We have never 
seen a more quality program; the 
competency of tutors is extraordinary, they 
are highly trained, dedicated and 
consistent.” 
 
HOPE Community Academy’s,  
Maychy Vue, Executive Director, 
commented on how ESLC’s tutoring “is 
positive, professional, well organized with 
high collaboration which reinforces 
classroom learning. She appreciates how 
“ESLC helps beyond reading—social 
behavior, vocabulary development, and 
increases background knowledge.” 

Volunteers 
 
Katie Cochran, moved from  
New Jersey four years ago.  She was 
lonesome for her friends and job.  She 
started to volunteer at ESLC.  “I feel I’m 
making a difference in the children’s lives.  
I get attached to them and find such a thrill 
in seeing them light up when they come for 
their lesson.” 
 
Eight years ago Hanna McGraw-Dzik 
started tutoring at ESLC.  She considers it 
an honor to be a part of a child’s ability to 
read.  “As I get older,” she said, “I find 
children are wise, and it’s really good to 
listen to their wisdom.”  Hanna would like 
everyone to know that at ESLC “there is an 
atmosphere that is one of joy.  Children 
are welcomed with big smiles.  There’s a 
wonderful hospitality.” 

The ESLC uses one method used by public schools for evaluating mastery of reading and 
comprehension known as Diagnostic Reading Assessment (DRA).  Our desired outcome is to 
have the children increase their reading skills by at least 8 DRA points if they attend 30 or more 
hours of tutoring. 

 

2011-2012 at a glance 
 

 334 Children served 

 235 Volunteer Tutors 

 35 Part-time Educators 

 6,074 Volunteer Hours 

 8,460 Part-time Educator /  
  Staff Hours 
 14,534 Hours of Tutoring 

 PACT* All families were offered  
home reading activities to 
aid student progress 

 

*Parents And Children Together 

 

This year 75% of 
children in grades 
1- 4 increased their 
DRA by 8 points or 

more if they 
attended tutoring 

for at least  
30 hours 

What better way to improve people’s lives than to teach them to read?  East Side Learning Center is a place that does just that, with some 
very satisfied customers.  The “customers” are not only the children, but also the administrators, teachers, and tutors who are involved. 
 
East Side Learning Center was present in five schools during the 2011-12 school year.  In conversations, administrators gave their 
impressions of what kind of impact ESLC had on their schools. 

ESLC Impacts Lives 

Parents 
 
“I’m appreciative.  My daughter really 
benefits from one-to-one help!” 
 
“You always make opportunities available 
for parents to feel included.” 
 
How has ESLC tutoring made a 
difference for your family? 
 
“We [parents] are learning to speak and 
read English.” 
 
“We are so blessed and thankful for the 
tutoring program.  We wouldn’t be able to 
afford private tutoring. Our son does well 
with one-on-one focus on his reading skills.” 
 
“My kindergartener is more confident in all 
areas.  She is less shy, so less stress for 
me.” 

 

Kindergarteners at HOPE Community Academy 
happily display free books to take home  

courtesy of ESLC 

What Our Customers are Saying 

Reaching More Children: Two New Sites Opened in 2011- 2012 

HOPE Community Academy 
  
HOPE, an acronym for  
Hmong Open Partnerships in 
Education, has a goal to “provide 
students in PreK-8 with a rigorous 
academic foundation and higher-order 
thinking skills that prepare them for life-
long learning, while instilling in them the 
finest Hmong and American values.”  
 
HOPE serves about 450 PreK-8th grade 
students, and the 2012-2013 school 
year will mark its 13th year. 
 
During the 2011-2012 school year, the 
ESLC tutored 47 HOPE students, and 
provided over 998 volunteer tutor hours, 
from 39 tutors. 
  
 

Community of Peace Academy (CPA) 
  
CPA serves a diverse K-12 population 
of nearly 600 learners. Its mission is “to 
be a racially and culturally diverse 
community of students, parents, and 
staff, dedicated to creating a peaceful 
environment in which each person is 
treated with unconditional positive 
regard and acceptance.”  Family and 
parent involvement is not only essential 
at CPA – it’s required through a 
commitment to fully participate in their 
children’s educational experience. 
 
In a cozy teaching environment, the 
ESLC tutored 34 students this past 
school year, and provided over 799 
volunteer tutors hours from 31 tutors.  
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 ESLC Gets Creative in Ways to Engage 

Children in Reading 

The ‘summer slide’ has long been a concern 
of educators where summer is considered 
“break” time.  Many children back slide in 
reading and math over the summer months 
when no formal instruction is available.  To 
combat ‘summer slide’ ESLC provided 
summer tutoring at two schools: 
HOPE Community Academy and 
Community of Peace Academy (CPA). 
 
Both programs offered students bus 
transportation to and from the site, a 
breakfast and lunch option, and a variety of 
daily activities including recess time.          

The one-on-one tutoring consisted of various 
activities with a trained volunteer or 
professional tutor, who helped children learn 
to decode words, focus on how they read, 
what is important about stories and 
demonstrated how fun reading can be. 
 
The program at CPA was for children 
entering grades one and two and titled  
Down on the Farm. 
 
A farm theme was tied into every aspect of 
the students’ day, including farm related art 
activities, poetry, storytelling, making and 
eating butter, sentence writing, which lead to 
writing a book, My Farm, and bringing life to 
the farm environment which papered the 
school halls. 

 

Summer Literacy Camps 

Students love the barn on the farm! 

 

HOPE students proudly stand next to the 
thermometer showing how many books they 

read over the summer 

Below: Jose loves his reading pillow! 

At HOPE the theme was Summer Reading Fun.  The students learned about ways to get 
involved at their community libraries, ways to read to family members and ways to build their 
vocabulary.  
 
Students and tutors were challenged to read 2,500 books.  They surpassed the goal by 
reading a total of 2,778 books!  At the close of the summer session students were able to 
pick out books donated from the library and play games with their friends and tutors. All of 
the children were ecstatic about getting new books to read and were excited to show off to 
everyone that they are excellent readers! 
 
Literacy approached in a camp format has tremendous potential for controlling the  
‘summer slide.’ 

Paws to Read 

When was the last time you saw dogs in 
school? 
 
It was in March 2012 for students at  
St. Paul Music Academy (SPMA) when 
ESLC hosted a Family Fun Night, PAWS to 
Read. 
 
Two guest therapy dogs, Sophie and Jonsey, 
and their owners came to SPMA to listen as 
children read to them.  These dogs are 
specially trained as therapy dogs who 
typically work at the Roseville Library, where 
children can sign up to read to them in order 
to become a “better reader.” 
 
After meeting Sophie and Jonsey and 
learning a little about them, the children and 
their parents rotated to three reading stations 
to read to a pet.  One station was reading a 
book to either Sophie or Jonsey. At another 
the children could read to a Beta Fish, (that 
later became a door prize) or play a reading 
readiness game.  At the third station the 
children chose a stuffed animal and a new 
book to take home.  Students with their 
parents, family, and friends enjoyed ice 
cream sundaes at the fourth station. 
 
This “After School” activity included over 20 
children and their families.  It was enjoyed by 
all and encouraged families to get excited 
about reading!   

 

 

Students enjoy snuggling and reading with 
Sophie and Jonesy during PAWS to Read 

 

 

What is a “Reading Pillow”? 
 
A reading pillow is one with a special pocket 
in it for a book. 
 
Afton Girl Scout Troop #51796 created 30 
handmade Reading Pillows for the ESLC as 
part of their Silver Award project.  In addition, 
they donated books to put into the special 
pockets and assisted in kindergarten during 
summer school tutoring so they could learn 
first-hand how children learn to read.   
 
These beautiful pillows found some great 
homes with our readers!  They were raffled 
off throughout the year as our young readers 
returned proof of extra reading activities 
done at home.   
 
The girls explained, “We are hopeful that our 
project will encourage and support literacy.  
We wanted to help send the message that 
we care about kids and reading, and think 
our pillows will do just that!”   
 
When Jose won his Reading Pillow he was 
excited to share his prize with his family – 
even his younger brother!  Jose keeps the 
book he is reading for the day or week in the 
pocket of the Reading Pillow….and let’s his 
brother keep his in there, too!  This way, their 
books are handy when they read 10 minutes 
before going to bed each night.   
 
Jose’s Mom reports that Jose’ continues to 
keep the Reading Pillow close by along with 
the other stuffed animals on his bed! 
 
Thank you, Afton Girls Scouts Troop #51796 
for making this and more possible! 

Reading Pillows 



                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                               Page 4 of 8 
 
  
 

 

 
 

Over the years East Side Learning Center has had a wonderful partnership with  
Cretin-Derham Hall High School.  Each year we are assigned outstanding, dedicated 
senior students who come weekly to tutor K-3rd graders in reading. The 2011-2012 
school year was no different with Jack Grey and Brid Henry joining the tutoring corps. 

Kindergarten Pilot – continued from page 1 
 
The building blocks for the Kindergarten pilot 
included alphabet skills, language development, 
concepts of print, phonics, sight word recognition 
and comprehension.  
 
The Impact 
 
Maylee Her, a Kindergarten teacher with 17 years 
of experience at CPA, felt the ESLC impacted her 
students tremendously. She saw a big difference in 
the areas of identifying letters and corresponding 
sounds.  
 
Maylee valued the partnership between the 
Kindergarten team and the ESLC for family literacy 
events. She felt parents were open to having their 
children participate in the program.  “Overall,” 
Maylee Her said, “the ESLC has impacted my 
students and I would love to continue having them 
work with our school as long as possible.”  
 
Another teacher, Terri Kramar, indicated that the 
tutored students overcame shyness and 
volunteered more in the classroom. She felt that 
they were more confident in their reading, chose to 
read and discuss books more often and exhibited 
increased comprehension of the stories read. “The 
students all made gains in reading letters, knowing 
letter sounds and sight words. They were very 
eager to participate with the tutors and seemed to 
enjoy their time with them.” She summed up the 
pilot experience by saying, “The tutoring was a 
blessing, with one-on-one tutoring over four days a 
week for 30 minutes each day—what more could 
you ask for!”   
 
“Our new relationship with the East Side Learning 
Center was a happy surprise for me.” said 
Kindergarten teacher, Kirstin Madore.  “I live on the 
East Side and had heard stories of the incredible 
work ESLC was doing with children in my 
neighborhood.  Clearly, the ESLC’s mission is to 
unlock each child’s potential through the 
foundation of reading no matter what. At CPA, 
there is sufficient evidence that the ESLC did that. 
The one-to-one tutoring allowed children to receive 
the extra time and attention they needed in order to 
thrive. I witnessed amazing success with students 
that many predicted would struggle. The ESLC 
tutors loved our students as much as we did and 
their nourishing relationships carried over into the 
classroom.” 
 
“What I did not expect was the enrichment to my 
experience as a teacher. It is inspiring to spend 
time with people who believe so deeply in the 
potential of all children. The educators with the 
ESLC always seek solutions and discover new 
ways to teach. They are creative. They don’t give 
up. The ESLC team is part of our kindergarten and 
part of the CPA community. But collaboration 
between the East Side Learning Center and 
Community of Peace Academy has really just 
begun. A new school year with happy surprises 
and opportunities to model persistence, innovation 
and flexibility is on its way!”  
 
Results 
 
Reflecting on student data, classroom teacher 
input and parental responses indicate that the 
Kindergarten pilot was a successful venture.  
 
The success of the Kindergarten pilot calls to mind 
the words of John Amatt:   
 

“Face new challenges, seize new opportunities, 
test your resources against the unknown and in the 

process, discover your own unique potential.” 
 

It’s a Small World 
 

Cretin-Derham Hall student 
 Brid Henry with her 4th grade teacher 

Kathleen Aguilar 

Jack Grey, Cretin-Derham Hall high school 
senior, and his 1st grade teacher Mrs. Milos 

Jack’s Story 
One morning Jack and Brid walked into 
the Learning Center ready to take on 
their commitment.  Suddenly, Jack 
asked if the lady tutoring in space #6 
was from St. Joseph School in  
West St. Paul.  After finding out that she 
was and had just retired, he responded, 
“Oh my gosh, I think that’s Mrs. Milos, 
my First Grade Teacher!”  Wow, what a 
reunion that was indeed as they chatted 
about their shared experience from long 
ago. 

Brid’s Story 
Some months later Kathleen Aguilar, a 
new tutor, arrived and was preparing for 
her session when Brid Henry 
approached her and said, “Are you  
Mrs. Aguilar?  Did you teach 4th grade at 
Presentation?  You were my teacher.  
I’m Bridgette Henry.” What memories 
surfaced, especially when Mrs. Aguilar 
came to tutoring one day with a note of 
thanks written by Bridgette back when 
she was a 4th grader. 

It’s not a dream!  We are NOT kidding!     
 

…the seeds that were planted continue to bear fruit… blossoming wherever and 
whenever they will because we accept the challenge to nurture other young 

students… 
planting seeds for the future. 

 
Learning to Read, Loving to Read, Passing it on is a lasting GIFT indeed! 

 

 

My desire to purchase a few educational 
items to share with the students I tutor 
took me briefly to a store nearby.  I had 
a limited time and was very focused on 
selecting things quickly.    
 
I was startled with delight when I looked 
up.  There stood Torii, my tutoring 
student!   
 
Torii curved around the shelf and was 
greeting me with a smile of warmth.  Just 
behind her was a woman.  The question 
on my face led to the answer, “It’s my 
Mother.”   
 
This simple introduction added more 
energy to our exchange because her 
Mom told me about Torii’s new interest 
in reading and how she does it each 
day.  I sensed the Mom’s excitement as 
she spoke about Torii’s reading ability 
achieved during the year of tutoring.   
 
Torii’s Mom said, “She is only six years 
old and reading with so much skill.”   

This message I heard spoken to me 
revealed the positive outcomes of 
tutoring a student and affirmed my 
conviction that achieving reading skills 
is a great success. 

Reader Torii 
 

Tutors Reconnect with Former Teachers 

Tutor Sister Cathryn O’Donnell 
Finds Surprise at the Dollar Store 
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ESLC Gains Charities Review Council Approval 

What’s New in 2012 

Meet the New Staff 

 

Jill Laszewski, SSND, 
Administrative Assistant 
Sr. Jill joined ESLC in February 
2011.  With a background in 
technology she provides support to 
Administrators and Staff. 
 
Jill feels her work supports ESLC’s 
mission by providing prompt 
assistance that helps work get done 
efficiently and hopefully makes life a 
bit easier for staff.  

Mary Fritz, Site Coordinator 
Mary’s background is education as 
both a teacher and principal. 
 
Mary feels good about working at 
ESLC because it makes good use 
of her education and talents.  “I love 
the energy and excitement I see on 
children's faces when a reading 
success happens.” 

 

This seal is issued by the Charities 
Review Council, a unique 
organization funded by the United 
Way as an oversight agency for 
nonprofits.  
 
With its mission to mobilize 
informed donors and accountable 
nonprofits for the greater good, the 
Charities Review Council is an 
independent resource for people 
who make contributions to support 
charities. No other state has a 
similar independent resource for 
donors. 

 

The MEETS STANDARDS in the seal refers to 27 accountability standards 
which the Council administers. The standards cover four major areas - 
Public Disclosure, Governance, Financial Activity and Fundraising.  
 
This seal means that donors can trust that the East Side Learning Center 
is not only doing the right thing with their money, but also building a 
sustainable, respectful organization for the future. 

Sister Jill 

Mary Fritz 

She loves working with children.  She finds that it has 
kept her young in spirit, energizes her creative gifts, and 
solidifies her belief in the goodness and value of people.  
This assures Mary that her work is making a difference 
for the future.  Welcome Mary! 

Jill enjoys variety, and with multiple sites there has been 
plenty to keep her busy! She loves collaborating with staff 
to provide needed materials, whether a simple 
attendance form, report data, or student certificates. She 
also enjoys assisting staff with technology questions.  
Welcome Jill! 

Victoria Perkins, Volunteer 
Coordinator 
Victoria is an AmeriCorps VISTA. 
She graduated with a BA in English 
from Louisiana Tech University and 
moved to Minnesota because it 
seemed like a nice place to live. 
She quickly found work in retail but 
wanted to do something to give 
back and be a part of her new 
community. 

 

Minnesota Literacy Council was where Victoria began 
volunteering.  That experience unlocked a passion for 
literacy and a desire to help others reach their full 
potential. She is looking forward to meeting all of the 
wonderful volunteers who make ESLC what it is. 
Welcome Victoria! 

Victoria Perkins 

 

New Strategic Plan 

During the 2011-2012 school year ESLC created a new strategic plan.  
The previous three year plan was created in 2008.  It was time for an 
update! 
 
With a Management Improvement Fund grant, ESLC was able to hire  
Kim Vanderwall of Vanderwall Consulting to lead the process.  Kim worked 
with ESLC in developing the last strategic plan and knows the organization 
well. 
 
The process for developing the new plan began in the fall of 2011 with 
discussions by the Board.  Also that fall interviews were done of parents, 
principals and allies at the SPPS Foundation and United Way. 
 
The interviews consistently showed that ESLC is almost universally seen 
very positively by those who know the organization. The organization is 
viewed as having integrity, rigor and a real solution for a huge need. In the 
face of very promising results, there was increased pressure from 
supporters to expand the program. 
 
The Board and Staff then came together for two retreats in March 2012 to 
review and discuss all they had learned over the last three years and 
begin to draw conclusions.  
 
A Strategic Planning Team, consisting of Board and Staff members, took 
the conclusions drawn at the retreats and shaped them into the strategic 
plan, which was then adopted by the Board in the spring of 2012.  
 
ESLC is every excited about the new strategic plan! 

Briefly, the major initiatives over the next three 
years are: 
 
1. Prevent children from falling behind in 

reading 
 
2. Seek opportunities to reach more children 
 
3. Maximize tutoring impact 
 
4. Ensure funding adequate to maintain and 

expand programming 
 
5. Maintain organizational strength and 

sustainability 
 

2012 – 2015 Strategic Plan 
Major Initiatives 
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Thank you volunteer & professional tutors 
The Word on the Street……. 

Many children do not have the opportunity to read at home with their families.  It is volunteers who are key to helping 
“unlock each child’s potential through the foundation of reading.”  Thank you for touching the lives of the children you 
tutored, strengthening the ESLC program with your presence, and giving hope to Saint Paul communities. 

“It’s a dream job.  I come in, materials 
are all prepared, and all is done for 
you.” Tutor 

“Great program!  Our daughter had 
no interest in reading in the 
beginning of the year.  Now she 
points out words everywhere!” 
Parent 
 
 

“Thank you for teaching us to be 
good readers!  We love our 
tutors!”  First Graders at HOPE 
 

“ESLC has an incredibly organized 
system for tutoring students, yet the 
flexibility to create something unique 
in any environment. - Teacher 

“A really great resource right at 
school.”  Parent 
 

First grader, Azaria, asked her tutor, 
“Am I here so I can learn to read 
better?”  Rebecca, her tutor 
responded, “Oh, yes.”  Azaria 
proclaimed, “I think it’s working!”    
Rebecca Nordstrom, Tutor 

“I have never seen a more quality 
program; competency of tutors is 
extraordinary….ESLC provides a tight, 
solid early learning….I applaud the 
wisdom and courage of those who 
started ESLC.”  Dr. Karen Rusthoven, 
retired Executive Director, 
Community of Peace Academy 

“Thank you so much.  You are the 
best thing that has happened to 
HOPE since I have been here.  Your 
success with our students is an 
inspiration.  It gives me HOPE that 
we can meet our student’s 
educational needs.”   
Brenda Schmit, teacher 

“I have a sense of belonging, 
of giving back, of helping out 
the community.”  Tutor 

“I would like to thank all the 
tutors for teaching my son 
reading.”  Parent 
 

“We have seen remarkable gains 
in our students that work with 
you all.  It has been very helpful 
having all of you working with us 
to help all our students meet 
their highest potential.  Thank 
you again for your dedication to 
our students and our school!”   
Sue Edwards &  
Trisha Pawelec, teachers 

“Thank you for helping us so 
the ESLC will keep on going 
because a lot of boys and 
girls want to learn to read.”  
Sarah, Student 

“We are so blessed and thankful for 
the tutoring program. …please, 
please, continue what you are doing.”  
Sally Olin, Parent 
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Funders & Donors 
 We are deeply indebted to all of our supporters for investing in the mission of the ESLC through your financial and in-kind gifts. 

 
YOUR investment made it possible for 235 volunteers and 35 professional tutors to provide more than 

14,500 hours of one-on-one tutoring in reading for 334 children! 
 

Our program of professionally written, personalized lessons prepared daily for each child leverages efforts to help children acquire the skills 
they need to succeed in school and in life. The ESLC’s efforts to combine volunteerism and private sector contributions provide an 

affordable long-term solution to a real problem and fulfill the mission of our funders and donors. 
 

All Funder, Donors, and In-Kind contributors are listed on our website  www.eastsidelearningcenter.org. 
 

Thank you Funders, Donors and In-Kind contributors! 
 

Funding Partners 
 
3M GIVES Volunteer Match 
 
Best Buy Company, Inc. 
 
Deluxe Corporation 
 
Ecolab Foundation 
 
Greater Twin Cities United Way 
 
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation 
 
Kinney Family Foundation 
 
McNeely Foundation 
 
Richard A. Newman Foundation 
 
Richard M. Schulze Foundation 
 
SPPS Foundation Travelers Academic Intervention Grant 
 
School Sisters of Notre Dame 
 
The Stablish Foundation 
 
Travelers Foundation 
 
Many individual donors and memorials 

Jim Smith 

 

Again this year you can double your gift to the ESLC by 
qualifying for a matching grant! 

 
Help match a $20,000 challenge grant from the 

Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation  
by December 31, 2012 

 
Donations that meet any of the following criteria will be matched: 
 

• Dollar for dollar for all new contributions 
• Dollar for dollar for contributions from lapsed donors who 

have not given for a year or more in support of the ESLC 
• Dollar for dollar for increased portion of contributions of 

those who donated during the 2011 calendar year 
 

It is easy with the enclosed envelope.   
Or if you prefer to donate online visit our website 

www.eastsidelearningcenter.org  
and click on the giveMN.org logo. 

Jim Smith passed away unexpectedly last summer. He touched the lives and hearts of many 
at East Side Learning Center as well as throughout Saint Paul through his outreach to those in 
need.  We want to honor Jim by telling you a little bit about his connection with ESLC.  Jim 
served on the ESLC Board when it was in the birthing stage.  His experience, wisdom, and wit 
were gifts needed during the early years of developing a strong foundation for the new ESLC 
board. 
 
We were thrilled when, after retiring from Merrick Community Services, Jim offered to return to 
ESLC as a volunteer tutor.  He tutored weekly for two years totaling over 100 hours.  Each at-
risk child he tutored benefited from his respect, patience, encouragement, and, of course, 
humor.  During our recent tutor training one of the tutors expressed well what we all feel, “I 
miss that Jim isn’t here.  He was always so friendly and cheerful.”  Jim’s impact surely lives on 
in the students he tutored and the board members he mentored. 

 

Help ESLC Reach 
More Children 

 

 

Children excitedly pick out free books to take home, 
courtesy of ESLC. 

A Tribute in Memory of Jim Smith 
 

Many of our students do not have books at home with which to 
practice their reading skills.  
 

Please donate new or gently used books, suitable for grades K-3. 
Books may be dropped off at ESLC or call 651-793-7331. 
 

Thank you! 

Help ESLC Continue Giving Free Books! 

http://www.eastsidelearningcenter.org/�
http://www.eastsidelearningcenter.org/�
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Thank You ESLC Staff, Board, Committee Members and 
Lillie Newspapers for Your Time, Talent, Commitment and 

Contribution to This Newsletter 

 

ESLC CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Executive Director   Audrey Lindenfelser, SSND.................651-793-7331 
     audrey.lindenfelser@spps.org 
 
Program Director   Sharon White, OSF..............................651-793-7331 
Overall Program Information  sharon.white@spps.org 
    
Volunteer Tutor Information  Victoria Perkins (VISTA) …………..….651-793-7331 
     victoria.perkins@spps.org 
 
Volunteer Board Membership  Dean Andrew …………….…………….651-770-7650 
     deanandrew@usfamily.net 
 
Contributions/Funding              Audrey Lindenfelser, SSND.................651-793-7331 
     audrey.lindenfelser@spps.org 

Jill Leonard………………………….......651-442-9461 
                                                           Jleonard02@comcast.net 
       
Services/Materials   Audrey Lindenfelser, SSND.................651-793-7331 
     audrey.lindenfelser@spps.org 
 
Website     Jill Laszewski, SSND………………….651-793-7331 
     jill.laszewski@spps.org 
 
ESLC Website / Facebook  www.eastsidelearningcenter.org 
     www.Facebook.com/eastsidelearningcenter 
  
SSND     www.ssndcentralpacific.org 
School Sisters of Notre Dame 
Ministries 
 
 
                                                       
 

 
Our Core Values are summarized as 

LEARN 
LOVING, affirming and respectful atmosphere  

EDUCATION that transforms, encouraging each child 
to reach the fullness of his/her potential  

ACCOUNTABILITY and careful stewardship of    
community resources  

RESULTS, driven by high quality, systematic 
approach and academic rigor  

NEEDS of children drive where resources are 
allocated  
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Address Service R
equested 

A Happy Reader! 

 

Online with ESLC 
 
 

Have you seen ESLC’s promotional 
video created by InHouse Media for the  
10 Year Anniversary? 
 
It’s on our website: 
 
www.eastsidelearningcenter.org 
 
If you haven’t visited it lately, we invite you 
to explore what’s there.  
 
In addition to our updated website, you can 
find ESLC on Facebook and YouTube.  
Sign up and become a friend of ESLC.   
 
Finally, after you have visited us on the 
web, let us know what you think. Our 
emails are to the left.  Happy surfing! 

mailto:audrey.lindenfelser@spps.org�
mailto:sharon.white@spps.org�
mailto:victoria.perkins@spps.org�
mailto:deanandrew@usfamily.net�
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